Nevius and Frampton Hardware T=-30
The 01d Frame Hotel | Blot
One Goldsborough Street
Easton, Marvland 21601

Originally constructed as a hotel in 1866 bv Georoge
Haddaway, this three~story frame building had a shallow hipped
roof and Ttalionate detailing and resembled the North
Building #110-112 Nerth Washington Street (T-40).

Tn 1897 the building was remodeled bv its new owners,
Nevius and Frampton, Incorporated, as a hardware store. The
warehouze was also built at that time, and used to house the
horse~drawn farm machinery thev sold. Today the interior of
the: hardwars store remains much as it was when first remodeled.
Many of the accoutermenta of the turn-of-the-century store
stand beside electric appliances and power tools,

Althourh the earlier hotels on the site must have had a
very real place in the social and economic life of the young
town, one cannot underestimate the impact of the hardware
store that has been run continuously since 1899 by Simon Nevius
and his sons Carl and Ronald, This is a rare heritage to
cherish,
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__GOO0D _-RUINS X_ALTERED __MOVED DATE
XFAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Nevius and Frampton Hardware building stands at the north east
corner of North Washington and Goldsborough Streets, The store faces south.

This is a three story frame structure which is three bays wide on
Goldsborough Street and three bays wide on North Washington Street. A two-
story warehouse addition has been constructed on the east side; this addition
is five bays wide on Goldsborough Street and two bhays deep. After a fire in
1955 the present flat, built-up roof replaced the earlier hipped roof on the
main portion of the building; the warehouse has a shallow gable roof., Grey
aluminum siding has covered the wooden weatherboarding on the main portion
of the building; the warehouse is covered with metal sheathing.

As it now stands the main entrance to the structure is found on
Goldsborough Street in the store front that was added when the building was
converted into a hardware store in 1897. The door is recessed and set between
two plate-glass display windows, a common store front configuration. A
bracketed cornice with pierced-work ornament surmounts the store front and
is contemporary with it. Although it is no longer used, the original entrance
door remains in the east bay. It has an overlight and sidelights. The door
has glass in its upper portion and four panels beneath. This entrance led
to a stair hall which is now used as an office.

Window openings remain only on the south and west facades; on the south
they are positioned in a way which reflects the presence of the stair and
narrow room at the head of the stair in the east bay. Windows on the west
facade are evenly spaced, two to a bay. Sashes are six over six throughout.
The trim is narrow, about one-and-a-kRalf inches wide with a bead. Sills
are unmolded and set flush with the wall surface. As seen in old photographs,
shutters once flanked all windows.

At the time this building was converted to a sfore, the projecting
window boxes were- inserted in the west wall in the two northern bays. A side
entrance shares the northern-most bay with the window box.

The warehouse is an extremely simple building whose only decorative
feature is the pressed metal cornice at the foor line. In the second and
fourth bays are wide garage doors. Windows with six over six sashes are
found in remaining bays on both floors. The heavy timber structure framing
which may be seen on the inside is typical of the type used in warehouses and
factories before steel framing became widespread.

Before the fire in 1955 the building looked very much as it does in the
old photograph, taken about 1906, There was a low hipped roof and bracketed
cornice. {PEMOCYS roge
With its boxy, geometric form and emphasis on the roof line, this structure
resembled its larger neighbor, the North Building, #110-112 North Washington
(T-40)

This building was built in 1866 as a hotel. The main entrance lead to
the lobby and stair. The present sales area was probably used as a restaurant,
as noted in the Sanborn Map of 1885. The stair lead to two floors of small
hotél rooms. They remain and are now used as storage. Their placement and
size may be judged by the position of the windows on the west facade; there
was one window in each room, except the corner room, and a central hall way.
Interior details are quite simple; the stair being the most ornate element.

( t.)
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY =
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This structure is significant for its past and present uses and for the
original appearance of the building, now much altered.

The structure was originally constructed as the "European House', it
opened to guests on July 9, 1846 with George Haddaway as proprietor. At
that time local newspapers reported that the earlier building standing on this
site had been "torn down and moved away'". The hostelry operated on this
site for a number of years eventually receiving the name "0ld Frame Hotel"
from local residents.

In 1897 the structure was purchased by Messrs Nevius and Frampton,
remodeled and the warehouse built. The enclosed photograph shows it,
nevwly remodeled in about 1906, It has remained in the Nevius family until
the present day, omgof the town's best known retail establishments.

L131/F361 In 1899, Simon Nevius and Charles L. Frampton, trading as
Nevius and Frampton, bought this property from George F. Nickerson.

L127/F338 He had previously (1897) acquired it at public sale due to a
Chancery proceeding of Ellura Haddaway vs. George W. L. Haddaway.

L72/FL8  He paid $1700.00. Mr. Haddaway had become the new proprietor

$3650.00 of the "Frame Hotel" in 1865 in a sale of all the real and
personal possessions of Thomas K. Robson, who not only ran the
hotel under the management of Thomas P. Wallaston, but also

; was owner and editor of the "Easton Star". Union soldiers were

d billeted here during the War and it was called the "Union Hotel"

L60/F132 at this time. It was included in the estate of John Leeds Kerr,

) in 1847, with appurtenances, out houses and stables., He had run
it as the "Union Tavern" under the direction of Ennals Roszell
as innkeeper. The title was finally cleared and Mr. Robson
became the owner in 1855,

* Whether a part of this structure was moved intact and is or was standing

in the town of Easton is not bresently known.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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G177 T'rame fHotel
Nevius and Frampton Hardware
One Golidsborough Street
Laston, Maryvliand 219501
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Town of Caston

It has a bulbous, octagonal newel, There are turned balusters and roliated
step bracketts on the openstring course. The stair is of a type commonly
ordered from a catalogue after the middle of the nineteenth century.

In 1397 the building was remodeled by its new owners, Nevius and Frampton,
as a hardware store. The warehouse was also built at that time, and uased 1o
iouse the horse-drawn farm mactiinery they sold, Today the interior of the
iardware store remains much as it was when first remodeled. Many of the
accouterments o!f the turn-of-the-century ztore stan? beside electric appliances

ansd power *ools,
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORKMATION AND PHO

Maryland

county Talbot

TOWN Easton VICINITY
sTREETNO. S+ Washington Street

1.STATE

ORIGINAL OWNER

ORIGINAL USE Hotel
PRESENT OWNER Nevius'
PRESENT USE Store
WALL CONSTRUCTION (lapboard
NO. OF STORIES three :

Hardware

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY

2. NAME

"0ld Frame Hotel®

INVENTORY
T-39

DATE OR PERIOD ¢,
STYLE Colonial
ARCHITECT

BUILDER

1800

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE

line looks unfinished.

storeys all have 6/6 windows.

importance as the "old hotel".
merit.

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE Endongered

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION

This is a large square frame structure on the corner of Washing-
ton and Goldsborough Streets. It is 3 storeys high with a flat roof
The structure is very unattractive and in need of paint.

This nondescript structure is said to be 150 years old.
is altered and has no architectural detail.
fireplaces in the basement and a staircase which spirals up to the
third floor. This structure is not attractive and only has local
Other than this it has no visible

OPEN TO PUBLIC 11O

The roof

The structure is 6 bays wide and 6bays deep
The first floor is covered with a storefront.

The upper two

If so i+t
It still has brick

Interior Exterior

@ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional)

poor-altered

7. PHOTOGRAPH

8. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Authar, Title, Pages)
INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC.

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER

Paul A. Brinkman

DATE OF REcore  August 29, 1967
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T-39

Nevius & Frampton Hardware
(01d Frame Hotel)

1 Goldsborough Street
Easton Quad, 1942, PR 1974
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